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River basin organizations popular 
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Governance innovations  have constituencies (Vo�, 2007). They occur in an  
nnovation triangle’ (Jordan and Huitema, forthcoming in Environmental Politics) 

 
Idea development 

Invention, recombination, 
exploration 

Evaluation: effective,  
mpactful and lasting? 

Diffusion: emulation,   
adaptation, exploitation 
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The three questions for the book “The Politics of River Basin Organisations” (EE, 2014) 
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Who is advocating RBOs? 
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Evaluating RBOs? 
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Cases in the book 
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Empirical findings: designs observed (not randomly selected)! 

�������� 	���"�#������
������ �����������

��� �������

�� ������������
�������� �������
��������� �����������
������������� �������

������� �������
������������ ������!�����������
��������� ����������!�������
	������� ����������!�����������
���������� ������!����������!�����������

���



How designed? 
 
1.� Geographical delineation of RBOs is a matter of 

hydrological criteria, mixed with financial, 
practical, and political-institutional considerations 

2.� In few of the countries studied did we find 
autonomous types of RBOs. The set of governance 
functions RBOs fulfil is often limited 

3.� Partnerships are found in small basins; as the 
basins grow in size the coordinating type becomes 
prevalent 

Design observations 
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Who was involved, what were their strategies? 

1.� Confirmed that the designing of RBOs is a highly 
political process, reflecting diverging interests 

2.� Data is a key issue/resource in design 
3.� RBO discourse global, donor agencies carry it to 

countries like the Ukraine, Mongolia, Afghanistan 
4.� Role of downstream jurisdictions: pushing for 

greater authority 

Empirical observations on Politics 
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What were the effects? 
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Empirical observations on performance 
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Implications? 
 
'$� �������������������	���
($� �����������
�	�������������������������%��� ������&�

�������� �
)$� �������
��������%��$�$���������	�������!�������
�������

�������	 #����������� ���
���	��������
*$� ��������
�
���������������

�
����������������������
����

Some reflections 
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The design question. So what is an RBO exactly? Shifts in governance 
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